Pasteur had found that germs cause certain diseases.
Koch, who was interested in Pasteur's discoveries, began
to study bacteria himself. Soon Koch's office was almost
like a laboratory. He raised bacteria and studied them
through his new microscope. Like Pasteur, Koch first
experimented with diseases of animals. The particular
disease he studied was a fever called anthrax, which kills
cattle and sheep. Sometimes it kills people. Koch proved
that a certain kind of bacterium causes anthrax.
Later he found that another kind of bacterium was
always present in cultures * made from the little lumps
in tuberculous tissue. (These lumps, which are called
tubercles, gave tuberculosis its name.) When Koch in-
jected bacteria from the cultures into healthy animals,
they developed tuberculosis and died. Now the cause of